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October 8, 2021 

JoAnn Kay Chase 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
American Indian Environmental Office 
1200 Pennsylvania_Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

SENT VIA EMAIL (chase.joann@epa.gov) 

RE: Principles for EPA Consideration in Reviewing Indian General Assistance 

Program Grant Allocation 

The Region 6, Region 9, and Region 10 Tribal Operations Committees ("RTOCs"), 1 which 

collectively work to serve 485 federally recognized Tribes, provide these principles for EPA to 

consider and implement if the development of a new national Indian General Assistance Program 

("GAP") grant allocation is necessary. 

These principles were developed considering EPA's trust obligations to Tribes to ensure that its 

actions are consistent with and the protection of tribal rights, lands, resources, and health. The 

GAP statute was established to provide funds to tribal governments and eligible consortia "to 

build capacity to administer environmental regulatory programs" and for "the development and 

implementation of solid and hazardous waste programs." 42 U.S.C. § 4368b(t). 

The RTOCs have reviewed the information provided by EPA and do not agree that EPA should 

move forward at this time without an analysis of what the impacts of a new Allocation Plan 

might be. However, if EPA does move forward with a change in the GAP Allocation Plan, the 

RTOCs believe that EPA should adhere to the following principles: 

• The timeframe for adoption must provide for adequate time for review, comment, and 

consultation and take into consideration undue burdens to tribes. In addition to the

multitude of current federal tribal consultations, at the present time, many Tribes are

struggling with other emergencies, including increases in COVID rates and wildfires.

1 This statement of principles is solely submitted on behalf of these organizations and not submitted on behalf of any 

individual Tribe and is not intended to replace government-to-government consultation between EPA and Tribal 
governments on this matter. 
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Raymond E. Paddock III 

Central Council of the Tlingit and Haida Indian Tribes of Alaska 

Region 10 Tribal RTOC Co-Chair 

cc: Region 6, 9, IO Administrators 

Jane Nishida, Assistant Administrator, EPA American Indian Environmental Office of International and 

Tribal Affairs

Lisa Berrios, Senior Advisor, Tribal Capacity Development, EPA American Indian Environmental 

Office of International and Tribal Affairs
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